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Media Release 
 
13th Zurich Film Festival is Resounding Success 
Almost 100’000 visitors 
Main awards to women and debut films 
 

Zurich, October 8, 2017 

 
The ‘jinxed’ 13th edition of the Zurich Film Festival actually turned out to be a resounding 
success. The number of visitors rose by around 8.5% to 98’300 (previous year: 90’500). With 
its 160 films and four new festival theatres at the RiffRaff cinema, the ZFF has once again 
seen a notable increase in visitor numbers and registered significantly more sold-out 
screenings than last year.       
 
„The public clearly appreciates the fact that we have once again raised our profile and further 
developed our festival concept”, said delighted Co-Directors Nadja Schildknecht and Karl 
Spoerri. „We not only noticed a distinct increase in public demand for films in the three 
competition categories, which showcase new works from around the globe, but also in the 
Special Screening section, the New World View section, which this year screened films from 
Hungary, and the newly extended ZFF for Kids section.”               
 
„It was more evident this year than ever that the festival is ubiquitous in the city of Zurich, 
indeed that it has become a festival for the people of Zurich”, continued Nadja Schildknecht 
and Karl Spoerri. „We not only felt passion, dedication and relentless enthusiasm from our 
many staff members, but also from cinemagoers, at the Talks and Masters sessions, and at 
the many side events that make the festival what it is.”           
 
Three awards for BLUE MY MIND 
 
„All three main awards in the competition section went to debut films; Swiss cinema, which 
was strongly represented, also garnered several awards; and finally, the majority of awards 
went to female directors”, said Nadja Schildknecht and Karl Spoerri. In their statements, the 
juries emphasised the exceptional quality of the competition entries, and praised the perfect 
organisation of the festival.    
 
The international juries of the three competition categories conferred their Golden Eyes on 
Saturday evening during the Award Night at Zurich Opera House to POP AYE by Kirsten Tan 
from Singapore, MACHINES by Rahul Jain from India and BLUE MY MIND by Lisa 
Brühlmann from Switzerland. Lisa Brühlmann also took home the Critics’ Award and the 
Church Award, which she had already received during the course of the festival.   
   
Also a debut work, the Swiss movie AVANT LA FIN DE L'ÉTÉ by Maryam Goormaghtigh 
won the Emerging Swiss Talent Award, which was presented by an international jury of 
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critics. The Kids Jury gave their award to the debut film UP IN THE SKY by Petter 
Lennstrand from Sweden, and Swiss-born Seraina Nyikos received the Treatment Award for 
her project SECONDO.  
 
Female power 
 
There was a strong presence of women on this year’s Green Carpet. Federal President Doris 
Leuthard opened this major event and the female-power-theme continued with the presence 
of Glenn Close, Alicia Vikander, Claire Foy, Emmanuelle Seigner, Valeria Golino, Birgit 
Minichmayr, Trine Dyrholm, Léa Pool, Ildiko Enyedi and Tonie Marshall.  
 
Men also played a prominent role, both at the Talks and Masters sessions and in the 
theatres. Present were directors Rob Reiner, Roman Polanski and Marc Forster, 
screenwriter Aaron Sorkin, actors Jake Gyllenhaal, Andrew Garfield, James Marsden, Bill 
Pullman, Simon Baker and Moritz Bleibtreu and finally, former Vice-President of the USA Al 
Gore. 
 
The 14th Zurich Film Festival takes place from Thursday September 27 until Sunday October 
7, 2018. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 


