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1 GENERAL PRESS INFORMATION 
The Managing Duo 

 
Christian Jungen: Festival Director Zurich Film Festival 
 
Born in 1973 in Winterthur, Christian Jungen studied Italian language and literature, history and film, 
and graduated with a doctoral thesis entitled “Hollywood in Cannes: The History of a Love-Hate 
Relationship”, which received a seal of quality from the German Publishers and Booksellers 
Association, and went on to be published in Germany, Holland and the USA. He also lectured on 
the history of film festivals at the Free University of Berlin and Ruhr University Bochum.  
Hired by arts patron and film producer George Reinhart, Jungen first entered the film business in 
1991 as a cashier at the then new Kino Loge in Winterthur, which allowed him to watch the films for 
free. He trained as a cinema operator parallel to beginning work as a film critic in 1994 for Radio 
Eulach and the newspaper “Landbote”. He also founded a ciné club that existed for more than ten 
years and joined forces with the people of Ticino to create the Critics Academy at Locarno Film 
Festival. 
Jungen worked as a film critic for 25 years with positions at “Blick” (newspaper), “TR7”/”TV STAR” 
(TV magazine), “Aargauer Zeitung” (newspaper) and the last ten years at “NZZ am Sonntag” 
(newspaper), with two of them as their Head of Culture. Jungen is the recipient of the 2011 Prix 
Pathé for Film Journalism. He was President of the Swiss Association for Film Journalism from 2011 
until 2017, and a Member of the Film Commission Zurich from 2013 until 2018.  
Jungen has followed the festival since day 1 and collaborated with Karl Spoerri in 2014 to launch 
the film magazine “Frame”. He is married, the father of a seven-year-old daughter and lives in Zurich. 
 
 
Elke Mayer: Managing Director Spoundation Motion Picture AG 
 
Born in 1981 in Filderstadt, Germany, Elke Mayer first trained as an event manager before studying 
business administration and culture, leisure and sports management at Heilbronn University of 
Applied Sciences. Following several years working freelance, including in the fields of event 
management, editing and marketing, Mayer joined Spoundation Motion Picture AG (SMP), the event 
management and marketing force behind the Zurich Film Festival, as their Deputy Head of 
Sponsoring in 2012. She went on to become Head of Sponsoring in 2016 before taking up the 
position of Managing Director of SMP in 2020. 
Mayer is a qualified yoga teacher and is constantly on the go as an avid kiteboarder, snowboarder 
and skier.  

 
Foto ©Gabriel Hill/ZFF 
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Zurich Convention Center 
The 17th Zurich Film Festival will screen films for the first time in the recently renovated Zurich 
Convention Center. Equipped with the latest cutting-edge technology, the center’s main hall can 
accommodate up to 1300 visitors. Located at the very heart of Zurich, the Zurich Film Festival’s new 
screening venue offers the ZFF significant potential for growth. 
 
After undergoing a complete revamp lasting four years, the newly renovated Zurich Convention 
Center on the shore of Lake Zurich opens its doors once again this summer. The screening of films 
at the venue by the 17th Zurich Film Festival (September 23 until October 3, 2021) constitutes the 
center’s first large-scale, multi-day event. The 17th ZFF will show films from its programme in the 
1300-seat main hall during the second week of the festival. The ZFF will screen films in the new 
location from September 27 until October 1, 2021. Plans are also in the pipeline for the festival to 
screen films at the Convention Center for the entire duration of future editions.  
By screening films at the Convention Center, the ZFF further strengthens its position at the very 
heart of the city. The Festival Centre and the Green Carpet remain at Sechseläutenplatz within the 
immediate vicinity of the flagship cinemas blue cinema Corso and Arthouse Le Paris. They are just 
a few minutes’ walk from the Convention Center. With its further screening locations, including the 
Arena Cinemas, Kosmos and Filmpodium, the festival is present throughout the entire city. 
 

Festival Center 
The Festival Centre at Sechseläutenplatz is the information hub for media delegates. The “Press 
Desk” is open on Thursday, September 23 from 12:00 until 21:00, and daily from 11:00 until 21:00 
thereafter. 
 
The following services are on offer at the Festival Centre:  

• Accreditation 
• Issuing of festival passes 
• Merchandise shop 
• Wi-Fi access 

 
Note on accreditation: we ask all media delegates and industry guests to register online in advance 
for their accreditation. 
 
Note on festival passes: all products are available online. Please use the online sales portal. If this 
is not possible, there is a physical point of sale at Paradeplatz and another inside the Festival Centre. 
 
The following events take place at the Festival Centre: 

• Photo Calls/Green Carpets 
• ZFF Talks 
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Press Accreditation 
If you would like to cover the 17th Zurich Film Festival, you can apply for press accreditation via 
https://zff.com/en/press/accreditation-press/.  
Online accreditation is open until 19 September 2021 with a reduced fee of CHF 30.00. After that, 
accreditation requests will only be accepted again during the festival. A fee of CHF 50.00 will be 
charged for accreditation during the festival, which must be paid on site by card (cashless only). 
There is no fee for photo/TV accreditation only (for more information see link above). 
 
Please note that your accreditation badges must be collected at the press desk in the Festival Centre 
in any case. We highly recommend that you pay online in advance to speed up the issue on site 
and reduce waiting times at the counter. You can obtain your accreditation at the press desk from 
Thursday 23 September 12 noon. Please have your press/media card and a personal ID ready for 
this and observe the mask requirement in the Festival Centre. For questions regarding media 
accreditation, please contact Marlene Wagner (media@zff.com / Tel.: 078 226 85 83). 
 
Accreditation gives you access to media screenings (without additional ticket) and media events 
(with pre-registration by e-mail). Furthermore, you are entitled to attend regular screenings, for which 
a free additional ticket must be obtained at the press desk in the Festival Centre. These tickets are 
limited and can be purchased at the earliest on the day of the performance on a first come, first 
served basis. Tickets for Gala Premieres and Special Screenings are excluded. We are now working 
with NextEvent as a system partner for tickets. 
 
 

Information about Press Screenings, Junkets and Press 
Conferences 
All information relating to press screenings, press junkets, press conferences, and photo calls can 
be found under reservation via this link from Thursday, September 16: 
https://zff.com/de/presse/medieninformationen/ 
 
Please note that dates and times can change at short notice. 
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Official Download Portal 
The Zurich Film Festival offers accredited journalists the possibility to download video material, 
original production sounds, interviews, photos and texts for each film and event. This service is 
brought to you in collaboration with Territory Movie Database for Professionals (TMDB.pro), 
Switzerland’s largest online platform for press and promotional material for the film industry. As in 
previous years, the 17th Zurich Film Festival will have its own ZFF Channel at http://zff.tmdb.pro, 
which will be updated daily during the festival. You will receive your password by e-mail after 
registering.  

 

Cinando Video Library  
Your accreditation also allows you to access the ZFF Video Library via Cinando. The Video Library 
is available from September 23 until October 10. If you register for accreditation online before 
September 19, 2021, you will receive your personal access code via email. If you register for 
accreditation on-site, it will take approx. 1-2 days before you receive your access code.  
 

Tribo App  
Our partnership with Tribo, the new Swiss mobile platform for cultural events, continues again this 
year. The ZFF and Tribo collaborate to launch the ZFF x Tribo App, which is available to download 
free of charge from the App Store and Google Play. The app can be accessed both during and after 
the festival, which makes it the perfect network and information tool during the festival, and ideal for 
keeping in touch with new acquaintances and reliving your memories after the festival.  
 
By downloading the app, the ZFF public not only gains direct access to festival news, the programme 
and updates, but will also learn more about the ZFF Partners’ activities, special events and special 
offers during the festival. The festival public will also be able to chronicle this 
year’s ZFF by publishing images and commentaries in the app’s “Vibes” 
section. Its “My Story” channel also invites users to share their impressions 
of the festival directly inside the app. Furthermore, all of our festival locations 
are available to view on an interactive map, which makes it easier to plan 
your route from A to B, thus enabling you to enjoy more time at the ZFF.     

Scan the QR code now to download the ZFF x Tribo App.  
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Information about Our Protection Plan 
We are extremely pleased to welcome you to the 17th Zurich Film Festival. To ensure that you can 
enjoy our programme with as little worry as possible, the protection concept applies, which of course 
complies with the ordinances and directives of the federal government and is based on the 
recommendations of the industry associations. 
Please note that the protection concept may be adapted due to new or changed official directives. 
We therefore recommend that you visit the website https://zff.com/de/festival-info/schutzkonzept/ on 
the day of your visit to find out about the planned measures. 
 

Contact 
You can contact the Press Office by phone or email as follows: 
 
Kaja Eggenschwiler kaja.eggenschwiler@zff.com + 41 78 745 13 71 Head of PR 
Fabienne Kipfer fabienne.kipfer@zff.com + 41 79 944 45 59 PR 
Marlene Wagner media@zff.com + 41 78 226 85 83 PR 
Hannah Leuthold pressoffice@zff.com + 41 78 206 27 58 PR 
Andrea Vogel andrea.vogel@zff.com + 41 79 356 86 80 Carpet 
Claudia Wintsch claudia.wintsch@zff.com + 41 78 204 15 72 DACH Media 
Premier and Team  ZFFIntlPress@premmiercom

ms.com 
 International Media 
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2 AWARDS 
Golden Icon Award: Sharon Stone 
She has the ability to captivate an audience like no other: acting icon Sharon Stone conquers the 
big screen with her irresistible charm, great human depth and acting versatility.  
 
Sharon Stone entered the annals of movie history in 1992 after appearing as the femme fatale in 
BASIC INSTINCT. However, Stone refused to be typecast as a man-eating vamp. In fact, the 
actress, whose memoirs recently addressed the ills of Hollywood in the New York Times bestseller 
“The Beauty of Living Twice”, has since proven herself to be an exceedingly versatile character 
actress, not least in Martin Scorsese’s CASINO (1995), which brought her an Oscar Nomination and 
a Golden Globe for Best Actress. Two further Golden Globe Nominations for her dramatic 
performance in THE MIGHTY (1998) and her comedic talent in THE MUSE (1999) followed. As well 
as proving her versatility in the world of independent cinema by collaborating with such directors as 
Jim Jarmusch on BROKEN FLOWERS (2005) and John Turturro on LOVELACE (2013), Stone has 
also delivered inspiring performances in TV series, culminating in the winning of an Emmy for her 
impressive performance in THE PRACTICE (2004). Now, in 2021, she is the recipient of the 
“Commandeur des Arts et Lettres”, Frances highest accolade for cultural workers. 
 
The ZFF honours Sharon Stone with the Golden Icon Award, the festival’s most prestigious 
accolade. The actress will receive the Golden Eye on Saturday, September 25. The award ceremony 
will be followed by a screening of the cult classic CASINO. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Golden Icon Award is the highest accolade bestowed upon an actor or actress whose iconic 
performances have gone down in film history. Last year’s award went to Juliette Binoche. Previous 
recipients include Sylvester Stallone, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Sean Penn, Michael Douglas, Diane 
Keaton, Glenn Close and Cate Blanchett. 
 
  

Award Ceremony: Saturday, 25. September 2021. 
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A Tribute to... Award: Paolo Sorrentino 
His work is like a pyrotechnic 
display of aesthetic beauty: 
Paolo Sorrentino creates films 
that stand as a testimony to his 
great artistic range. 
 
Paolo Sorrentino has worked as 
a screenwriter and director since 
the 1990s. His very first feature 
L’UOMO IN PIÙ (2001) brought 
him the Nastro d'Argento for 
Best Emerging Director. This 
was followed by LE 
CONSEGUENZE DELL'AMORE 
(2004), L'AMICO DI FAMIGLIA 
(2006) and IL DIVO (2008), 
which screened in competition at 
Cannes, where the latter won the director the Jury Prize. The auteur filmmaker garnered wider 
international renown with THIS MUST BE THE PLACE (2011), which screened at ZFF. The critically 
acclaimed LA GRANDE BELLEZZA (2013) brought him an Oscar, a Golden Globe and a BAFTA 
for Best Foreign Language Film. His political film LORO (2018) was also in the Official Selection of 
ZFF. The Italian has made waves in more recent years with the miniseries THE YOUNG POPE 
(2016) and its sequel THE NEW POPE (2020). 
 
He will present his latest work È STATA LA MANO DI DIO at this year’s ZFF. Paolo Sorrentino 
accepts the A Tribute to… Award on September 29.  
 
 

Retrospective: Paolo Sorrentino 
 

THE NEW POPE 2020 
LORO 2018 
THE YOUNG POPE 2016 
YOUTH 2015 
LA GRANDE BELLEZZA 2013 
THIS MUST BE THE PLACE 2011 
IL DIVO 2008 
L’AMICO DI FAMIGLIA 2006 
LE CONSEGUENZE DELL’AMORE  2006 
L’UOMO IN PIÙ 2001 

 

 
The A Tribute to… Award is the highest accolade bestowed upon auteur filmmakers who have gone 
down in film history with their unique and highly idiosyncratic style. Previous recipients include Wim 
Wenders, Oliver Stone, Mike Leigh, Claire Denis, Olivier Assayas, Michael Haneke and Milos 
Forman.  
 
  

Award Ceremony: Wednesday, 29. September. © Gianni Fiorito 
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Career Achievement Award: Mychael Danna 
The Canadian film score composer 
and Oscar winner Mychael Danna’s 
uniqueness lies in his ability to fuse 
various world-music styles from 
across the ages with traditional 
orchestration to transform movies 
into magical experiences.   
 
Mychael Danna has already scored 
more than 100 films and TV series 
and garnered international acclaim, 
not least for his unforgettable 
LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (2006) 
melodies. His imaginative, 
transcultural score for Ang Lee’s 
masterpiece LIFE OF PI was 
awarded an Oscar and a Golden 
Globe. Further collaborations with 
such renowned directors as Terry 
Gilliam and Denzel Washington followed. He was crowned the Hollywood Film Awards’ Composer 
of the Year in 2016. Danna was able to exhibit his playful side when collaborating with his brother, 
Jeff Danna, on Disney’s Pixar animated movie ONWARD (2020). ZFF has already experienced 
the delights of his experimental soundscapes found in such movies as MONEYBALL (2011) and 
AFTER THE WEDDING (2019). Danna’s complex, multi-ethnic blending of styles rockets the 
visual experience to another dimension.  
                
The Career Achievement Award will be presented to Mychael Danna during the 9th International 
Film Music Competition, where the Canadian presides over this year’s jury. Music from one of his 
works will be performed during the awarding ceremony on September 30, 2021 at the Tonhalle 
Zurich.   
 
The Career Achievement Award goes to personalities from a wide range of professions who have 
achieved great things and inspired others. Last year’s award went to the Swiss director Rolf Lyssy. 
Previous recipients include the composer Hans Zimmer, the producer Jerry Weintraub and the 
director Alejandro Gonzalez Iñarritu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Award Ceremony: Thursday, 30 September 2021. 
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Lifetime Achievement Award: Paul Schrader 
Widely regarded as an icon of New 
Hollywood, the American director 
and screenwriter Paul Schrader 
wrote himself into cinema history 
when he penned the screenplays for 
Scorsese’s TAXI DRIVER and 
RAGING BULL. His own directorial 
works, such as AMERICAN 
GIGOLO, have also garnered him 
much attention.     
 
Schrader, who had a strict Calvanist 
upbringing, had never seen a movie 
theatre from the inside until he was 
18 years old. It wasn’t until he saw 
Ingmar Bergman’s THE SEVENTH 
SEAL that Schrader – who was then a theology student – discovered his passion for film. He met 
the critic Pauline Kael, who helped him get a place at UCLA Film School and became his mentor. 
After making a name for himself as a film critic, Schrader began writing his own screenplays. Sydney 
Pollack filmed his first, the gangster thriller YAKUZA (1974). This was followed by the screenplays 
for Brian De Palma’s OBSESSION and Martin Scorsese’s TAXI DRIVER (both 1976), which marked 
Schrader’s breakthrough as a screenwriter. He also made a success of directing with AMERICAN 
GIGOLO (1980), a masterpiece that launched the career of Richard Gere. His list of credits further 
includes the horror movie CAT PEOPLE (1982) and the drama FIRST REFORMED (2019), which 
brought him the Oscar Nomination for Best Original Screenplay  
 
Schrader’s body of work now comprises more than 30 films as a director or author. He will present 
his most recent film THE CARD COUNTER in Zurich. The filmmaker will accept the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his life’s work in person at Zurich Convention Center on Friday, October 1. 
 

 
  

Award Ceremony: 1. October 2021. 
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Gamechanger Award 
The ZFF presents its Gamechanger Award during the Summit. The award, which was first presented 
in 2014, goes to a personality whose efforts give new impetus to the film business.  
 

Filmpreis der Zücher Kirchen 
This is the fifth time that the canton of Zurich’s catholic and reformed churches will present their own 
film award within the framework of the Zurich Film Festival. Endowed with a 10’000 Swiss franc cash 
prize, the Ecumenical Film Award stands for an open view of religion, culture and society. The films 
screening in the ZFF’s “Focus” section – debut works form Switzerland, Austria and Germany – will 
be judged by a separate church jury.  
 
A previous winner of the church’s award is the Zurich-based film SAMI, JOE UND ICH. The winning 
director of the film, Karin Heberlein, takes up her position as a new member of this year’s jury. BLUE 
MY MIND by Lisa Brühlmann was the first film to win the award. Each year, a film is sought that, in 
addition to its artistic qualities, also makes a relevant contribution to current social debates. 
 

Science Film Award 
The Science Film Award is a socially significant film award that was launched two years ago by  
the ZFF in collaboration with the non-profit organisation Eye On Science. Films from the ZFF’s 
official programme that bring scientifically relevant topics closer to the general public in an attractive 
and entertaining way are eligible for nomination. The jury consists of experts from the film industry 
and science alike. The Science Film Award aims to build a bridge between science and art, and to 
encourage filmmakers to increasingly deal with scientific topics. The first Science Film Award was 
won by Niklaus Hilber’s film BRUNO MASER – THE VOICE OF THE RAINFOREST. The following 
year, the award went to the film I AM GRETA about climate activist Greta Thunberg. 
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Prix Pathé: Florian Keller 
Following a years’ break, the Prix Pathé for Film journalists will once again be awarded in 2021 to 
a film journalist for an outstanding film critique. Endowed with a 10’000 Swiss franc cash prize, the 
award is sponsored by the cinema chain Pathé Schweiz and the distribution company Pathé 
Films. 
 
 
Florian Keller (*1976 in Winterthur), cultural editor 
at "WOZ - Die Wochenzeitung", has worked as a 
cultural journalist since 1997. After studying 
English and German at the University of Zurich, he 
became a research assistant at the Institute of 
Cultural Studies at the Zurich School of Art and 
Design, and later film editor at the "Basler Zeitung" 
(2006) and the "Tages-Anzeiger" (2006-2014). He 
was awarded the Prix Pathé for film journalism 
(2013) and crowned Swiss cultural journalist of the 
year by the industry voting of the magazine "Der 
Journalist" (2019). His book "Andy Kaufman: 
Wrestling with the American Dream" was published 
by the University of Minnesota Press, the French 
edition published by Capricci followed ("Comique 
extrémiste: Andy Kaufman et le Rêve Américain"). He holds various teaching positions at Zurich 
University of the Arts and is a jury member at various film festivals in Switzerland and abroad 
(Diagonale Graz, Kurzfilmtage Oberhausen, Zurich Film Festival, etc.). 
 
  

Award Ceremony: 28. September. 
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3 PROGRAMM-SECTION 
 

Competition 
All films are first, second or third directorial works. The winning films will be announced by an 
international jury during the Award Night on October 2, 2021. The filmmakers are present at most 
of the screenings. Please visit zff.com for more information.   
 
Focus Competition 
We and our neighbours aka the best things are never too far away! The “Focus Competition” section 
sees twelve fiction and documentary films from Switzerland, Austria and Germany compete for a 
Golden Eye endowed with a CHF 25’000 cash prize, and the Ecumenical Film Award from Zurich 
Churches endowed with a CHF 10’000 cash prize. 
 
Feature Film Competition 
A multifaceted cinematic journey around the globe: discover cinema’s most exciting new voices in 
our “Feature Film Competition” section. Fourteen world-class first, second or third directorial works 
compete for the ZFF’s most prestigious award: the Golden Eye, endowed with a CHF 25’000 cash 
prize.  
 
Documentary Film Competition 
Curious views of our life: our “Documentary Film Competition” section presents twelve brand-new 
works by the most exciting documentarians of our time. 
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Out of Competition 
 
Gala Premieres 
The Zurich Film Festival presents the year’s most highly anticipated productions from the field of 
international auteur cinema in its “Gala Premieres” section. The filmmakers are invited to present 
their blockbuster films in person.    
    
Special Screenings 
A selection of unique festival hits and brand-new feature and documentary films are shown in the 
“Special Screenings” section. 
 
New World View: Tunisia 
Since 2007, the "New World View" section has been dedicated to highlighting a country in which a 
cinematic awakening is taking place. The focus this year is on Tunisia, the first country on the African 
continent to be selected. Ten years after the start of the Arab Spring, we celebrate the flourishing of 
Tunisian cinema. Tunisia’s new generation of filmmakers is defined by stylistically diverse and 
innovative films, the contents of which not only makes use of the new freedoms found in the 
country’s social discourse, but also contribute to establishing those freedoms. Thus, this cinema 
deals not only with the realities of a people caught between pre-revolutionary traditions and a spirit 
of social awakening, but also tackles such burning issues as familial (patriarchal) structures, 
mismanagement, emigration and religious fanaticism. This doesn’t exclude excursions into the 
poetic and fantastical, however, which can also be found in this ZFF section’s programme. We wish 
you an inspiring cinematic journey to North Africa. 
 
Hashtag #letSEXplore 
Sex is nice. Sex is complex. Sex is ambivalent. Sex is frowned upon, yet it is the most natural 
thing in the world. Our society’s obsession with the subject never wanes, but it is in a state of 
constant change. Contemporary cinema is moving away from a prude and sensationalist approach 
towards a more colourful and normalising one. Our screens should be able to offer a platform for a 
whole variety of perspectives and allow desire in all its facets to spread its wings. The ZFF’s 
Hashtag #letSEXplore section is dedicated to a multifaceted, reflective and relaxed approach to 
the topic of sex.  
 
Border Lines  
The “Border Lines” section presents films dealing with border situations occurring in present-day 
world conditions, humanitarian projects, territorial and social conflicts, and conflicts between 
individuals and the state.  
 
Amnesty International is the ZFF’s Human Rights Partner. Some seven million members and 
supporters on every continent around the globe join Amnesty International in pursuing a common 
goal: to create a world in which human rights are enjoyed by all. Amnesty International is 
independent, impartial and received its first Nobel Peace Prize in 1977 for its campaign against 
torture.  
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Window to the World 
The „Window to the World“ section comprises two windows through which we take a look at 
various cinematographic traditions. This section is presented in collaboration with our partners: the 
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office Berlin and San Sebastián Film Festival. The „Hong Kong 
Window“ presents a selection of films from Hong Kong. The „San Sebastián Window“ presents a 
selection of films from Spain and Latin America that were in the official selection of this year’s San 
Sebastián Film Festival. 
 
The Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office Berlin (HKETO Berlin) is the official representative of 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region’s government with regard to economic and trade 
matters in Switzerland, Austria and Germany, as well as Poland, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary.  
 
Series 
The wide range of cinematic storytelling finds its extension in the series format. Series are no 
longer the little brother of the classic feature film, but rather its rebellious cousin who reinvents 
herself again and again to suit the story. It doesn’t matter if it’s 90 minutes or 900 minutes, the 
story is given the space it needs to develop its full potential. The ZFF’s “Series” section celebrates 
every facet of episodic storytelling while taking it from the small to the big screen. What usually 
takes place alone in the living room on the small screen is now celebrated as a shared big-screen 
experience in the cinema theatre! Eight titles show us the world of series – sometimes light, 
sometimes bleak, sometimes long, sometimes short. 
  
This serial pleasure is free of charge: all screenings can be viewed with a free ticket!  
 
ZFF for Kids 
Big cinema for the little ones! In the “ZFF for Kids” section, we show the year’s best films for kids 
and families. In the films, the young protagonists not only experience exciting adventures, they 
also embark on wonderful journeys, make new friends and learn to deal with prejudices and 
conflicts. The audience, too, is taken on a voyage of discovery across different continents. Our 
children's films are always suitable for the whole family and offer the best entertainment for young 
and old while tackling current issues in a child-friendly way. Foreign language films are shown in 
their original version and translated directly into German on location. 
 
The children rate the films after each screening using a voting card to decide which film receives 
the Kids Audience Award.  
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4  Expected Guests and Events  
Interview Requests 
Swiss Press 
For interview requests, please contact the respective Swiss distributor directly (if known). For 
further interview requests, please contact Claudia Wintsch (claudia.wintsch@zff.com) directly.  
 
International Press 
International German-speaking press delegates please contact Claudia Wintsch directly. 
Everybody else, please contact Premier PR (ZFFIntlPress@premiercomms.com).  
 

Green Carpets 
You must register in advance if you wish to be present at the Green Carpets. Please do this by 
contacting Andrea Vogel (andrea.vogel@zff.com) by email. Please note that changes may be made 
at short notice. All information will be available, with reservations, from Thursday 16 September at 
this link: https://zff.com/de/presse/medieninformationen/. 

Fan zones will be set up at the Green Carpet. The number of people per fan zone is limited and 
visitors and staff must wear a mask inside these fan zones. Only registered press representatives 
and photographers will be allowed into the press area, here it is obligatory to wear a mask in the 
press area. The Green Carpet is located in an outdoor area, therefore no Covid certificate needs 
to be shown. 

 

Filme Datum/Uhrzeit Location Gäste 

OPENING 
NIGHT 

23. 
September,  
17:30 – 19:30 
Uhr 

Kongresshaus 
Green Carpet 

In Anwesenheit von Bundespräsident Guy 
Parmelin, Stadtpräsidentin Corina Mauch, 
dem Cast von UND MORGEN SEID IHR 
TOT sowie Schweizer Persönlichkeiten aus 
Politik, Wirtschaft, Sport und Unterhaltung 

ILLUSION 
PERDUES 

24. September 
20:30 – 20:40 
Uhr 

Corso Green 
Carpet 

Cécile De France (act) 
Benjamin Voisin (act) 

ES IST NUR 
EINE 
PHASE, 
HASE 

25. 
September,  
16:20 – 16:50 
Uhr 

Corso Green 
Carpet 

Florian Gallenberger (dir) 
Benjamin Herrmann (prod) 
Christoph Maria Herbst (act) 
Christiane Paul (act) 

CASINO 25. 
September,  
19:15 – 20:50 
Uhr 

Corso Green 
Carpet 

Sharon Stone (act) 
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KLAMMER 20. 
September,  
20:00 – 20:30 
Uhr 

Corso Green 
Carpet 

Andreas Schmied (dir) 
Franz Klammer (real life) 
Eva Klammer (real life) 
Bernhard Russi (real life) 
Julian Waldner (act) 
Valerie Huber (act) 
Raphaël Tschudi (act) 
Jakob Pochlatko (prod) 
Loredana Rehekampff (prod) 
Thomas Brunner (prod) 

NO TIME TO DIE 28. 
September,  
20:00 – 20:30 
Uhr 

Kongresshaus 
Green Carpet 

Schweizer Persönlichkeiten aus 
Politik, Wirtschaft, Sport und 
Unterhaltung 

È STATA LA 
MANO DI DIO 

29. 
September,  
20:00 – 20:25 
Uhr 

Corso Green 
Carpet Paolo Sorrentino (dir) 

THE CARD 
COUNTER 

01.Oktober,  
19:45 – 19:59 
Uhr 

Corso Green 
Carpet Paul Schrader (dir) 

AWARD NIGHT 02.Oktober,  
19:00 – 20:30 
Uhr 

Opernhaus Green 
Carpet 

Preisträgerinnen und Preisträger 

 

Press Conferences 
The times and dates of press conferences will be announced and available to view online on 
September 16. Please contact Hannah Leuthold (pressoffice@zff.com) by email to register for the 
press conferences. 
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Framework Programme 
Sounds 
We’re turning up the volume on our “Sounds” label this year in order make the subject of film and 
music even more audible. It is an initiative we started years ago with the introduction of the Film 
Music Competition and expanded on by collaborating with the film music conference 
"SoundTrack_Zurich" and the Montreux Jazz Festival. The programme includes special screenings 
and additional events such as panels, live music, a live scoring as well as a live commentary by a 
film composer. 
 
9th International Film Music Competition 
Emerging composers have created original scores for the award-winning short film ETIQUETA 
NEGRA by David Vergés. The jury, presided over by Mychael Danna, chose three finalists from 182 
entrants from 37 countries. These will now be world premiered by the Tonhalle Orchestra Zurich 
under the baton of Frank Strobel in the new Tonhalle. The winner will take home the Golden Eye for 
Best Film Music endowed with a 10’000 Swiss franc cash prize 
 
Masters 
The ZFF MASTERS are chaired discussions with international greats from all sectors of the film 
industry. Actors, directors, producers and screenwriters offer a fascinating insight into their work. 
These renowned experts will remain available after their respective session to answer questions 
from the audience. 
 
ZFF Talks 
Taking films from the programme as its focus, the „ZFF Talks“ series offers experts from various 
sectors the opportunity to explore controversial issues currently affecting the fields of culture, 
science and politics. These talks are in German unless otherwise stated. 
 
Zurich Film Day 
The «Zürcher Filmstiftung» and the Zurich Film Festival invite the audience and the industry to 
discover the local film industry with a tour around the city on Tuesday, 28 September. The «Zürcher 
Filmlauf» leads visitors to various Zurich-based industry players that are essential to the local 
filmmaking scene. Discover how an animation film is made, learn how movies are planned, how they 
reach the final cut and even breathe in the sweet set air of film studios. 
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Soundtrack Zurich 
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5 FACTS AND FIGURES 
The ZFF in Numbers 

 

Total number of films  164 
World premieres 18 
International premieres  8 
European premieres  5 
Debut films  38  

Premieres in the German-speaking world  66 
Swiss premieres  34 

Swiss films 22 

  
Films in the Focus Competition 12 
Films in the Feature Film Competition 14  
Films in the Documentary Filrm Competition  12 
  
Theaters  7 

 

Hollywood is back 
• Netflix record: four films (more than Venice) 
• First film from Apple: THE VELVET UNDERGROUND 
•  Approx. 25 Oscar Academy Members in Zurich during ZFF 
• First Oscar screening for Swiss contribution on the fringe of the Summit 

(OLGA by Elie Grappe. Production: Jean-Marc-Fröhle, Point Prod)  
• Most anticipated film titles in 2021:  

o NO TIME TO DIE by Cary Fukunaga, second screening worldwide after London 
o THE LAST DUEL by Ridley Scott 
o THE FRENCH DISPATCH by Wes Anderson 

• Great directors like Jacques Audiard, Paolo Sorrentino, Paul Schrader, Todd Haynes 
• Actors like Geraldine Chaplin, Timothy Spall, Christoph Maria Herbst, Christiane Paul, 

André Dussolier 
• Other personalities such as Franz Klammer, Bernhard Russi, Adolf Muschg 
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World Premieres 
ADOLF MUSCHG – DER ANDERE Erich Schmid 
BEYOND THE WHITE Evgeny Kalachikhin 
ES IST NUR EINE PHASE, HASE Florian Gallenberger 
EVERYTHING WILL CHANGE Marten Persiel 
HARALD NÄGELI – DER SPRAYER VON ZÜRICH Nathalie David 
ICH ICH ICH Zora Rux 
KLAMMER Andreas Schmied 
LES NOUVELLES ÈVES – HELDINNEN DES 
ALLTAGS 

Camille Budin, Annie Gisler, Jela 
Hasler, Thaïs Odermatt, Wendy 
Pillonel, Anna Thommen 

LOVE WILL COME LATER Julia Furer 
MOMENTUM Edwin Chamillot 
NEUMATT Sabine Boss, Pierre Monnard 
PARACELSUS EIN LANSCHAFTSESSAY Erich Langjahr 
PRINZESSIN Peter Luisi 
THE ART OF LOVE Philippe Weibel 
THE BILLION DOLLAR CODE Robert Thalheilm 
UND MORGEN SEID IHR TOT Michael Steiner 
YOUTH TOPIA Dennis Stormer 
MONTREUX JAZZ SPECIAL: THEY ALL CAME 
OUT TO MONTREUX 

Oliver Murray 

 

International Premieres 
ALL THESE SONS Bing Liu, Joshua Altman 
CHIAMAMI ANCORA AMORE Gianluca Maria Tavarelli 
EL BUEN PATRÓN Fernando León de Aranoa 
MAIXABEL Icíar Bollaín 
MONDAY UM ZEHN Mareille Klein 
NAFAS Maysaloun Hamoud 
NOTHING TO LAUGH ABOUT Petter Næss 
PETITE NATURE Samuel Theis 

 

European Premieres 
A SEXPLANATION Alex Liu 
ASCENSION Jessica Kingdon 
JOCKEY Clint Bentley 
SILENT LAND Aga Woszczyńska 
THE REAL CHARLIE CHAPLIN Peter Middleton, James Spinney 
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Number of Films by Country Incl. Co-Production 
Countries 
 
Albania 1 
Argentinia 5 
Australia 3 
Austria 6 
Belgium 10 
Brasil 3 
Canada 2 
Chile 1 
China 4 
Colombia 2 
Croatia 1 
Cyprus 2 
Czeck Repulic 5 
Denmark 9 
Domenican Republic 1 
Estonia 2 
Finland 4 
France 46 
Germany 26 
Greece 1 
Hong Kong 5 
Iceland 1 
India 2 
Iran 3 
Ireland 2 
Israel 4 
Italia 17 
Japan 1 
Kosovo 1 
Latvia 1 
Lebanon 2 
Luxembourg 4 
Mexico 3 
Netherlands 4 
North Macedonia 1 
Norway 9 
Papa New Guinea 1 
Poland 4 
Qatar 3 
Romania 2 
Russia 4 
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Slovakia 1 
South Korea 1 
Spain 7 
Sweden 13 
Switzerland 22 
Thailand 1 
Tunisia 15 
Turkey 2 
UK 29 
United Arab Emirates 1 
Uruguay 1 
USA 34 

 

Proportion at the ZFF-Team 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

50%50%

Executive Board

male
female

25%

75%

Management Level 1

male
female

25%

75%

Programmer-Team

male
female
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6 SPONSORS AND PARTNERS 
The festival is supported by some 175 businesses/institutions and various foundations, as well as 
private donors and the public purse. 
 
Jelmoli, Moët & Chandon and Breitling are new co-partners of the ZFF from 2021. 
 
Many thanks to all our partners for their valuable support. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Main Partner 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Co-Partner 
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Commitments of a lasting nature  
For more than 40 years, sponsorship has enjoyed a prominent role in Credit Suisse’s 
corporate and communications strategies. Sponsorship contributes to the success 
of the bank in many ways, while enabling it to live up to its social responsibility. 
Credit Suisse’s sponsorships allow people to see and feel the bank’s regional and 
local roots in Switzerland. 

Credit Suisse aims to forge lasting relationships with its partners, providing much more 
than just financial support. Sponsorship projects are realized in close cooperation with 
organizations and event managers. In sports, the bank focuses on golf, equestrian 
events, and – to a special degree – football. Since 1993, Credit Suisse has been the 
main sponsor of the Swiss Football Association, including all junior-level and senior-lev-
el teams. Credit Suisse has been both the main sponsor and namesake of the Credit 
Suisse Super League since July 2021. The partnership demonstrates our continuing 
devotion not only to Swiss football but also to promoting professional and recreational 
sports, and to Switzerland. In the field of arts, we focus on classical music and fine arts. 

At Credit Suisse, we place special emphasis on nurturing young talent. One way the 
bank does this is by honoring outstanding young musicians with its Credit Suisse Young 
Artist Award and Prix Credit Suisse Jeunes Solistes at Lucerne Festival. 

Our commitment 
in Zurich
Credit Suisse –  
a strong partner  
for culture and sports
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2

Because we are convinced sustainability is a key factor for a 
successful future, we not only support today’s stars but also 
tomorrow’s young talents.

Zurich Film Festival 
The annual Zurich Film Festival held each fall has established
itself as a major platform for films by up-and-coming directors.
It now attracts more than 100,000 movie buffs to Zurich’s
festival cinemas. Credit Suisse has been a sponsor of the
Zurich Film Festival since its inception, and has been a main
partner since 2007. The bank has also been a partner of the
Golden Icon Award since 2012. In addition, the bank supports
the Feature Film and International Film Music competitions.

Other cultural commitments in Zurich 
Opernhaus Zürich, onhalle Orchester Z rich, 
Kunsthaus Zürich

Your contacts
If you have any questions, please contact:
media.relations@credit-suisse.com 
+41 844 33 88 44
www.credit-suisse.com/sponsoring

This document was produced for information purposes only and is for the exclusive use of the recipient. The information contained herein is indicative and subject to 
change at any time. No guarantee is made regarding the reliability or completeness of this document, nor will any liability be accepted for losses that may arise from its 
use. This document may not be distributed in the United States or given to any US persons. The same applies to other jurisdictions, except where compliant with the 
applicable laws. It may not be reproduced, either in part or in full, without the written permission of Credit Suisse Group AG and/or its affiliates.

Copyright © 2021 Credit Suisse Group AG and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
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Mercedes-Benz Schweiz AG, Corporate Communications 
Bernstrasse 55, 8952 Schlieren, Switzerland 

 
Fully electric premiere at the ZFF 
 
For the third time, Mercedes-Benz is providing a fully electric vehicle fleet to the Zurich  
Film Festival (ZFF). As the Main Partner, the premium automotive manufacturer supports  
the festival to achieve its climate goals. The EQS, the fully electric flagship model from 
Mercedes-Benz, will celebrate its premiere at the ZFF. 
 
As one of the leading international film festivals in Europe, the ZFF is once again counting on vehicles from  

the premium manufacturer Mercedes-Benz for the shuttle service at the 2021 edition. “We are proud to be able 
to bring ZFF guests to the green carpet with a total of 30 vehicles from our entire current range of fully electric 

models”, says Marc Langenbrinck, CEO of Mercedes-Benz Switzerland. 

 

Experience the luxury saloon EQS – live for the very first time 
Stars and guests at the ZFF can look forward to a ride in the models EQA, EQC, EQS and EQV, ranging from a 

compact SUV to a van. This is actually the Swiss premiere for the fully electric luxury saloon EQS. Marc Langen-

brinck is very pleased: “Experts have described it as the best electric car in the world right now, and now guests 
and visitors to the ZFF can experience the EQS here in Switzerland – live for the very first time.” The EQS is 
exhibited for the public in the festival centre and at the Kongresshaus. 

 

Ready for a fully electric future by 2030 
Mercedes-Benz’s commitment to the ZFF is not a one-off event, but part of the goal to shape CO2-neutral 

mobility. More environmentally friendly models, such as the family SUV EQB and the larger EQE, will soon be 

added to the currently available range, which features four fully electric and around 30 plug-in hybrid models. 

Mercedes-Benz is also getting ready to essentially become fully electric before the end of this decade. 

 
 

  
Johnny Depp and Juliette Binoche arrive in a Mercedes-Benz EQC at the 2020 edition of the ZFF. 
 
 
 
Contact person: 
Roger Welti, Head of Corporate Communications Mercedes-Benz Switzerland 
Telephone 044 755 88 42, media_ch@daimler.com 


